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WOMEN’S CHOIR is an advanced level choir at Mount Pleasant.  It is a course that requires a higher level of 
commitment, but which will also be very rewarding.  Membership is by successful audition only.  Women’s Choir 
aims to continue and further the members’ vocal/choral technique and music reading skills in a unique “women 
only” setting, providing an more intense musical experience than what may be possible in a mixed setting.  
Women’s Choir is a small chamber ensemble, and therefore its members must be able to sing parts independently 
and accurately.  
 
OBJECTIVES:       
to become observers and participants of art and in life  
to learn singing and music as a skill, providing lifelong enjoyment    
to appreciate music as part of an aesthetic education  
to participate in performances and rehearsals   
to develop responsibility and commitment through that participation 
to learn to read music at a higher level  
to become familiar with various periods and styles of music  
to demonstrate proper concert decorum 
to take on leadership roles in small and large group settings  
to evaluate both individual and group musical performances 
to perform a variety of repertoire in formal and informal settings 
 
MATERIALS MRS. ANDERSON WILL PROVIDE:  individual choral works, performance and working folder, 
sight-singing material, and a choral dress.  These are to be returned in reusable condition at year’s end. 
 
MATERIALS YOU WILL PROVIDE:  Your full attention, your folder, and a pencil daily.  Every choir member 
also must provide a $10 fee (check made payable to Mt. Pleasant Choral Association), which covers end of the year 
uniform cleaning.  You will not receive your uniform until the $10 fee is paid in full. 
 
GRADING:   
Each marking period grade is made up of the average of two types of grades—formative (40%) and summative 
(60%). These grades include, but are not limited to: 
 
1. Formative: Daily grades, written assignments, and individual part-singing assignments on portions of songs. 
2. Summative: Concert performances, Schoology assessments of full pieces, etc. Note that failure to attend a 
concert without an excused absence will result in failure for the marking period in which the concert occurs.  
 
Make-ups are permitted if and only if you are absent with acceptable & verifiable excuse & parent note submitted 
within a week. Make-ups must be completed no later than two days AFTER the student returns, unless more time is 
granted.  It is the student’s responsibility to arrange the make-up.  It will be performed by memory.  The make-up 
will be graded based on the students knowledge and ability to perform the music completely and accurately, 
accompanied/unaccompanied, memory/with music depending on how the Chorale performed the selection in 
concert.  Extra performances that the Chorale sings are included in this policy.  Acceptable excuses are illness, 
emergency, or other conflict approved by Mrs. Anderson in advance. Work/job is not an acceptable excuse.  Tell 
your employer your performance dates now.  Lack of transportation is not an acceptable excuse.  Plan ahead, and 
make transportation arrangements. 
 

 



 

CLASSROOM REQUIREMENTS:  
1.  Participation in class at all times is expected, including having all materials. 
2.  No talking once Mrs. Anderson has begun rehearsal; no unnecessary disruptions. 
3.  Respect the teacher’s requests.  This includes substitutes and student teachers. 
4.  Be respectful of every student in the choir.  
5.  Food, drink, and gum are not permitted.  Water is acceptable. 
6.  Do not play the pianos without permission. 

 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFO: 

1. Proper concert attire is required (see below). 
2. Students will have opportunities to serve as student leaders, conductors, accompanists. 
3. You are encouraged to audition for All-State Chorus, the school musical, Show Choir, Elite Eight, and 

other smaller ensembles. 
4. It is our hope that you will participate in any trips we take as a group (see fundraisers below). The 

Women’s Choir will perform alongside the Chorale and Concert Choir (as a large choral group) on 
trips, but also will perform as their own unique ensemble if the number of students traveling with the 
group allows us to do so.     

 
FUNDRAISERS: 
Fundraisers enable us to travel, sponsor All-State musicians, offer scholarships, maintain uniforms, etc.  Women’s 
Choir members should participate in at least one fundraiser to contribute to the general fund, which benefits all 
chorus endeavors.  A record is kept of each student’s account earnings.  Accounts are to be used for trips only.  
Chorus members are responsible for all monies involved.  If you drop out of chorus, your money reverts back to the 
general fund; i.e., your account will not be held for you or refunded to you if you are not in choir.   
 
CONCERT ATTIRE:  
A choral uniform is provided.  Women will need black dress shoes (no sandals), preferably flats.  If pantyhose are 
worn, they must be flesh-colored. If you are out of uniform, you will not perform! 
 
PERFORMANCES:   
See the Chorus Performance Calendar (handout) or the website for all performances.  Chorale may have additional 
performances and you will be notified of these well in advance.  Performances will require your evening and 
weekend participation, and occasionally missing class. 
 
COMMUNICATION:  Grades and attendance will be posted regularly to eSchool.  Additional communications 
will be sent through the eSchool email option.  Parents AND students are encouraged to make sure that their correct 
email is listed.  Information will also be posted on the MPHS Music website (www.mphsmusic.com) which is also 
linked from the MPHS home page (http://brandywineschools.org/mphs).  Occasionally, Mrs. Anderson will send 
text communications using Remind.  To subscribe to text updates, text “mphswc” to 81010. 
 
The fastest and easiest way to communicate with Mrs. Anderson is to see her before or after class, or before or after 
school.  If that is not possible, email (amy.anderson@bsd.k12.de.us) is the preferred method as you will be answered 
quickly. 
 
Parents/Guardians, if the need arises to contact Mrs. Anderson, I would encourage you to email me first.  If a phone 
conversation or conference is needed, we can make those arrangements.  I check email regularly and will respond as 
quickly as possible.  Dates of performances are available online, so please check the music department website 
(www.mphsmusic.com) for information.  Student account sheets will be distributed regularly prior to a trip payment.  
I will send an email out through the eSchool email option whenever any correspondence is passed out to students to 
take home, so I would encourage parents and/or guardians to be sure that their email is in the system and is correct!  
 
 


